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Arunachal dams

| NGT wants
lmpact study

NGT directs study on
environment impact

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 11 -The
| National Green Tribunal
| (NGT) has directed the Union
Mxmstry of Power, Ministry of
| Environment, Forest and Cli-
| mate Change, governments of
| Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
| and the Brahmaputra Board to
| set upa proposal for scientific
| study of the comprehensive
cumulat)ve environmental im-
pact concerning the hydroclee
tric projects being set up in
| Arunachal Pradesh. The study
| should be conducted in terms
| of the effect of these hydroe-
| lectric projects on the down-
| stream areas on water sourc-
es, biodiversity and socio-ecol-
1 ogy of the people, said the
| NGT in its May 7 order.

Disclosing this, senior citi-
| zen Pradip Kumar Bhuyan and
w1|dhfe photographer Joydeep
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that the NGT directive came
in the wake of their petition
filed before the tribunal on
April 30 last.

The petitioners argued that
the Brahmaputra is central to
all those hydroelectric
projects coming up in Aru-
nachal Pradesh and a flowing
Brahmaputra is sacrosanct for
the people of the NE region.
The proposed over 135 hydro-
electric projects in Arunachal
Pradesh are having four-hour-
peaking generation type dams,

“which hold up water for 20

hours or so in a day in lean
months and create tsunami in
four hours or so when all tur-
bines are operational.

They contended that this
process will devastate the val-
leys of Arunachal Pradesh, the
Brahmaputra and also the riv-
er island Majuli, Kaziranga
National Park once the dams

The Assam Tribune
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12hMay 2015 |
directed setting up a proposal to sci-

GUWAHATI, May 11: The Na- |
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) has |

entifically and comprehensively |
study the cumulative environmen- |

are commissioned 15 to 20| dams in Arunachal Pradesh.
years hence. |
They prayed for a cumula- |
tive impact assessment (CIA
and strategic environmental |
assessment (SEA) for all the |
dams of Arunachal Pradeshand |
advocated 247 true run-of- |
the-river sustainable dams, |
where the river flows either |
through the turbines next to |
the dams and or over the dam |
without any adverse down
stream impact on ecology, en- |
vironment and the npanan
people, despite generating |
sustainable level of power for |
development. |
The petitioners pointed to |
the 2013 Uttarakhand cloud- | |
burst and the April 25, 2015 |
Nepal earthquake and prayed |
for taking up the issues con- |
cerning the hydel projects for
proper scrutiny before anoth- ‘
er Himalayan disaster occurs. |

an, the NGT also issued notices to
Environment ministry, Assam gov-
.ernment, Arunachal government
and the Brahmaputra

within six weeks.

nachal Pradesh and their status.

rected “to set up proposal for scien-

water source, biodiversity and so-
cial-ecology of the people.”

ers contended that the execution of

of Arunachal, Brahmaputra as also

SUMIR KARMAKAR

' Guwahati, May 11: The Na-
' tional Green Tribunal
| (NGT) has ordered a scien-
| tific study of the environ-
| ' mental impact of the pro-
' posed dams in Arunachal
 Pradesh on downstream
| areas.
| The Calcutta-based east
| ern zone bench of the tribunal
| issued notices to the Union
| ministries of power, environ-
I ment, forest and climate
| change, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam and the Brahmaputra
Board on May 6, following a pe-
tition filed by Pradip Kumar
Bhuyan, a senior citizen here,
and wildlife photographer
| Joydip Bhuyan on April 30.
| The petition sought the tri

bunal’s intervention to ad-
dress environmental concerns
regarding the impact of 135
dams, proposed to be con-
structed on rivers in
Arunachal Pradesh, in the
downstream areas mostly in
Assam. A copy of the order
was made available to The
Telegraph today.

The applicants said 135 hy:
droelectric projects were in
the pipeline for construction
in seven major river basins —
Dibang, Siang, Lohit, Tawang,
Subansiri, Kameng and Tirap

in Arunachal Pradesh.
They apprehended that con:
struction of so many projects
would disturb the normal flow
of rivers and result in serious
environmental and climatic
changes, which would ad:

versely affect the people living
downstream and seriously
damage local flora and fauna.

“The projects for generat.
ing electricity will be operated
by way of storing water from
the river in the dams for 20
hours and the entire water
will be released through the
dams in four hours (peak
hour) to generate electricity.
This sudden release of a vast
amount of water within four
hours will have significant
downstream impact, includ-
ing on the people of Assam liv
ing in downstream areas," the
petition said.

The NGT order directed
the respondents to “set up a
proposal for scientific study of
comprehensive cumulative
environmental impact with

reference to construction of so
many hydro-electric projects
in the stafe of Arunachal
Pradesh in terms of their ef-
fect on water source, biodiver-
sity and socio-ecology of peo-
ple in downstream areas.”

The bench asked the re-
spondents to submit their
replies within six weeks. It
also directed them to submit a
status report, disclosing the
particulars of the hydro-elec
tric projects proposed or ap-
proved in Arunachal Pradesh
with four-hour peak period
and details of the number of
the proposed projects.

The directive comes amid
the stalemate over the
2,000MW Lower Subansiri
hydel project situated on
Assam-Arunachal Pradesh

border. The work on the proj-
ect has been stalled since De-
2011

Green tribunal orders study on dams

cember following
protests. The current estimat-
ed cost of the project has gone §
up to Rs 15,894 crore from Rs
6,285 crore when it was sanc-  §
tioned in 2003. The Union
power ministry has formed a
project oversight committee
with experts to break the stale-
mate over the project. Power
minister Piyush Goyal said ef-
forts were on tofind a solution
The Krishak Mukti San-
gram Samiti, which is opposed

|| Majuli and Kaziranga.”
1 Praying for a cumulative impact
assessment and strategic environ-
mental assessment for all the val-

|
1
||

® Continued on page 11

advocated for run-of-the-river sustainable dams.

to big dams in the Northeast,
however, has been demanding
scrapping of the project say-
ing it would have an adverse

The petitioner prayed that free flowing summnblcdams inthe
valleysofAnmndmhsmckcyfor‘ 1} f
| mentin Pradesh and Assam.

impact in the downstream
areas, particularly in Lakhim:
pur and Dhemaji

KMSS activists demand halt to big dam projects

in Nagaon. File picture

. tal impact due to construction of |

Admitting a petition by Pradip |
Kumar Bhuyan and Joydeep Bhuy- |

the Union Power ministry, Union |

Board, seeking their affidavits. |

The NGT has also sought de- |
tails of the dams approved in Aru- |

The respondents were also di- |

tific study of comprehensive cumu- |
lative environmental impact study |
with reference to the construction |
of so many hydro-electric projects |
in the State of Arunachal in terms of |
their effect on downstream area on |

In their application, the petition- |

the damis will “devastate the valleys |

leys of Arunachal, the petitioners |



