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The Crux of the Problemn: 
4 hour Power Generation Projects 

Lower Subansiri Dam & Other Proposed Dams of Arunachal A Sustainable Developmental Solution 

By PKBhuyan 
nere ane over l50 dams, as proposed in Arunachal are anti environment, anti-people. Such catastophies are come down drastically. One turbine running 24 hours a and they are all *4 HOUR POWER a distinct possibility in the proposed Arunachal Dams day is equivalent to 6 turbines running tor 4 hours in the GENERATTONprojectsi.e., these projects, mostly including SLHEP, but when it occurs, will be in a much pcak load periods in lean months. After the lean months, through private Developers, will operate only for 4 or 5 greater dimension because of bigger dams and reservoirs.hours in the evening/ night during the peak load 

pOWer demand ot maximum tariff to maximize
profit in the lean months. Because of this 'greed', 
practically no water shall be released for 20 
hours or so from the dams and the downstream (SLHEP) reservoir which as per the Committee's words. 
ecology of the rivers shall be totally killed, the "May be a very remote probability but a possibility, 
livelihood and lifestyle of the riparian people risk exists." destroyed and huge reservoirs are created literally on 
the heads of the riparian people. This is a far cry from Expert Commíttceof Thatte& Reddy as appointed by the 
amy sustainabe development because we snatch away from Planning Commission has commented about the strucrural 
che pcoplc, whar they have - a flowing river in the winter safery of SLHEP dam itself
thar gives them livelihood anda lifestyle, by shutting off the 

number of rurbines can run continuously as per river tlow 
So the generation of power will be more or less same,

by the Planning Commission expressed concern at but it will be a continuous 24x7 generation. By 

the possibiliy of panicopening of the 760m cum converting the dams to 24x7 dam-cum-vweirs, there will be 
live load Subansiri Lower Hydro Electric Project no scope for panic release of the reservoir water, as the dam 

will get converted to a dam-cum-weir and water will flowv 
over the dam-cum-weir naturally downstream. Ecology of 

the river will not be affected in the lean period and the 
riparian people will have a flowing river, year round. 

The Technical Expert Committee (TEC) constituted

PART 

In the chaprer Conclusion' in Para X, the Technical
The Peakload Shortage:

The peak load shortage of the country has come down 
to less than 5% in 2013-14 as per records as available. Bur 

The sandstone, which really looks and behaves like lack of optimum transmission conncctivity berween various 
river to a trickle for 20 hours or so when the project is off sand rock on which the dam is founded, has also parts of the country is the probliem now. Westem region has 

power surplus of 14y% whule South has 22% shortage in 
Its adequacy and competence to support the concrete gravity peak load period. Also, according to Central Electrical 

Authority (CEA), the plant load factor of India's thermal
When the Govt's own Technical Expert Committee plants is a dismal 66.5% for 2013-14 and needs urgent

grid 
Run of the River (RoR) Projects: 
To deceive the people of the truc nature of these power dam is not established satisfactory"

and profir oniy dams, these are termed as Run of the River 
Projects (ROR) projects giving,an impression that (TEC) is forced to give comments about competency
whatever flows down the river also ffows out through of NHPC Ltd., regarding reservoir management and 
he turbine(s) in the lean months without affecting structural safety of the dam, one cannot ignore such Projects, are generating power in the +5 hours of peak load 

throughout the SLP planning been considered very weak. 

upgradation of to meet shortfalls 
In this scenario, any justification that Hydro Power 

the downstremnarur o of the river Bur in realiry, possible seeds of major cacastrophies. We cännor cdose period only un the lean months to augment peak load ower 
the water is beld up for 20 hours a o in the dam ur cyes to the tragediesand catastrophiesof shortage, AT TOTAL DESTRUCTIONOF ECOLOGY when the projects are off grid and the accumulated Uttarakhand occurring because of panic opening of the downstream and upstream of the dam, docs nor cut anv ice. water is released in 4 hours of "peak period 

gencration in the evening/night creating a flood like the 2880mw Dhauligang Hydro Electric Project, a tew ouh because ot the higher taritf rate tor the peak load peod. 

sluices by NHPC Ltd. in monsoon as it happened from These Hvdro lower/ Planes operate in the peak load penod 
situaron an rhe rner. km upstream of the confluence with Mahakali river, The Taritf: 

Ar arnv ratc e necd or get bggcd down as to the on the night of 16t June 2013 creating worst-ever 
definitn of RoR schemes, but necd to wake up from its devastating tloods in the whole basin and the Kedarnath Hydro I'ower Developers CGovt. Corporations but certaul conscquCTKes in the ground. 

Grave risks to riparian people 
The country stands by the Mantra of all round 

DEVELOPMENT, but it must be without the 
destruction of ccology and environment. If development per the Govt's vision and a DEVELOPED INDIA restructured to a tixed tariff which is appropriate so creatcs catacvsrnc catastrophies like Uttarakhand where "4 needs power 24x7 (not just for 4 hours). Byconvertung that the Hydro Power Developers, can operate their HOUR GENERATION PROJECTS", created havoc in the "4 HOUR PSEUDO RoR GENERATION DAMS" hydel projects, as TRUE RUN ÔFTHE RIVER, 24x7, June 2013 aongwith orter aggravat1ng factors, it canno tomue Runof the River Dauns-cum-weirs, generating power generation projects, thereby save the ccology, be devckopment, and tor whxch a Supreme (nurt l'anci has continuously, the ecology of the rivers and the livelihood livelihood of the riparian people and threat of panic recommecnded scrapping of 23 «A the 24 dans. Whether of the riparian people will not be destroyed. The release of tlood sluice gates forever. these propcts are finally scrapyed r sa dfferent matter, height of the dam-cum-weirs will reduce greatly. bur the sgnal from rhe panel s lond and clear these dans Reservoirs will be snaller. Cost of the projects will 

No one should grudge god protit tor the l'rin ate 
areas, compounded with other aggravating factors, not at the cost ot TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF resulting in unprecedented loss of lives and properties. ECOLOGY and ENVIRONMENT as is happeuing ow 

A Solution for Sustainable Developnment:
Our development mode must be sustainable as proposed dams ot Arunachal. Taritf structure need to be 

in Uttarakhand, Subansiri Hvdro Electrie Project, und other 

(The wmter is a l[lan and Senwr Cutizen) 
(To be continued)
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